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Weekly Events
Sundays
8:30am-Choir, Praise Team &
Orchestra Rehearsal
9:15am-Sunday School
10:10am-Community Café
10:30am-Worship Service
5:30 pm-College Age/HS Cookout
6:00pm-Cell Groups

Tuesdays
9:00-11:00 am-Play Date at Jan’s
1:00pm -Staff Meeting

Wednesdays
7:00pm-“Teach Us To Pray”

Thursdays

8:00-9:30am-TOPS

9:00-11:00 am-Play Date at Jan’s
9:00am-Overeater’s Anonymous
6:15 pm-Vocal Team Practice
6:30pm-Full Band Rehearsal

Saturdays
7:00am-Men’s Prayer Group
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Accountability
Ministry
Corporate Worship and Prayer
Sunday School
Mentorship
Cell Group Life

fosters...
fosters...
fosters...
fosters...
fosters...
fosters...

Elements of Discipleship
Personal Holiness
Servanthood

Spiritual Vitality and Devotion
Christian Thinking

Spiritual Direction

Fellowship

As time goes on, we will be working toward aligning all of our ministries with this Elements & Exer-
cises Model. Be in prayer as we continue to seek the Lord’s wisdom and direction for making disciples
at McPherson Free Methodist Church.

July 2009 at a Glance

July 2
July 3
July 4
July 5
July 6

July 8

July 9
July 12

July 14

July 15
July 16

July 17
July 18-20
July 18
July 19
July 19-22
July 23
July 24
July 26
July 30

7:00 pm

12:00 pm

4:30 pm
8:00 pm
8:15 pm
7:00 pm
11:45 pm

6:00 pm
7:00 pm
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 pm
8:15 pm

7:30 pm

6:00-8:30 pm

7:00 pm
6:30 pm
12:00 pm
8:15 am
7:00 pm

Women'’s Ministry Team

Office Closed for Independence Day
Independence Day

BASIC Potluck

Bible Quizzers leave for Nationals at Roberts Wesleyan in NY
Outreach McPherson Team Mtg.

JOLT! Camp Sharing Bonfire at Gemmer’s
Trustee Meeting

Women'’s Ministry Team

Brief Society Meeting Following Worship
HS Mission Trip Begins

VBS Staff Meeting

Pastor’s Cabinet

JOLT, HS Mission Trip & Outreach McPherson Lakeside BBQ
Women’s Ministry Team

BOA

Finance Committee

Passages Retreat

VBS Kickoff at McPherson Water Park

HS Mission Trip Ends

VBS-Crocodile Dock

Women'’s Ministry Team

Middle School Camp Meeting for Parents
Biluminous Potluck

Surprise Fun Day for Grades 1-5
Women’s Ministry Team
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PRAYER AS PROXIMITY ...

am writing from my parents’

home office on a hot, steamy
afternoon in Greenville, lllinois, dur-
ing what | affectionately call a
“double post-op vacation.” Some
of you are aware of my father’s
recent encounter with the scalpel...
twice...and challenges before and
after both procedures. | will not go
into detail, for his sake as well as
yours.

We are extremely thankful for the
prayers of friends and acquaintan-
ces and family. During all the not-
so-highs and definite lows, prayer
has provided the staying power for
everyone, especially my father.

If you will indulge me, and with
apologies to the medical commu-
nity, | want to share a medical
metaphor that came home to me in
the middle of one of the nights
spent in Dad’s room. Earlier the
day before, an x-ray specialist had
inserted a PICC line in Dad’s right
arm, followed by an x-ray to con-
firm proper placement.

A PICC line is a long, thin tube used
to give medicines, fluids, nutrients,
or blood products through the
blood stream. Unlike a regular IV
(intravenous catheter) that gives
medicines into a vein near the skin’s
surface, the PICC line takes the flu-
ids faster and deeper into the body
and can remain in place over a
longer period of time. It's more

specifically a central venous cathe-
ter that is inserted until it reaches a
large vein near the heart. Because
the fluids enter the body in closer
proximity to the heart, there is
shorter response time, which can be
a real plus when pain needs man-
aging or further surgery is required.

The PICC line has served Dad well.
It has caused less discomfort, been
the carrier for much-needed pain
meds, and has also allowed a
“piggy-back” entry for several flu-
ids and nutrients at the same time
due to three external connectors
(again, apologies to the medical
community for my pathetic technical
jargon).

Here’s where the metaphor be-
gins...at the PICC line. The more |
engage in prayer and encounter
the Holy of holies in conversation,
the more | see prayer as a kind of
PICC line directly to the heart of
God. Prayer IS proximity to His
heart...prayer is relationship.
Prayer has a direct bearing on our
spiritual shelf life. It provides life-
giving nourishment and spiritual
health over the short term as well as
the long haul. When prayer is
transported directly to the cham-
bers of God’s heart, in the name of
Jesus through whom our prayers are
carried, transformation happens.
Healing becomes a renewable re-
source. Hope becomes more than
mere possibility.
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There are any number of other
medical metaphors | could share
with you (like NG tubes and the
problem of evil), but | will refrain. |
am thankful today and every day
for the Hope that does not disap-
point...Christ in us, the hope of
glory...and for the privilege of
prayer as the direct line to the
heart of God.

Reverend
Deborah
Somerville
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Check out all the
opportunities
available to your
children and

see how you can
become involved in
their spiritual

Journey.

Points of Interest:

COMMUNION SUNDAY
JuLy 5

BRIEF SOCIETY MEETING
JuLy 12

HS MissioN TRiP
JuLy 12-19

LAKESIDE PLAZA APTS.
BBQ JuLy 15

MCPHERSON WATER
PARK VBS KICKOFF
JuLy 18

VBS Jury 19-22
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Children’s Activities...

Play Dates are Tuesdays and
Thursdays. The field trip for
July is Bumper Bowling on July
16 at the bowling alley. Paren-
tal help would be appreciated.
On July 23 we will have a swim
day at my house using wading
pools. Mark July 2,7,9, 14,
16, 21, 23 & 28 for PlayDate
fun at Jan’s from 9:00-11:00
a.m. There will be no PlayDate
on Thurs., July 30.

Surprise Fun Day for grades 1-
5 is Thurs., July 30. We will
meet In the west parking lot of
the church at 8:15 a.m. We will
leave no later than 8:35. Par-
ents will receive a note to let
you know where we are going
and our return time. The cost is
$8. There are two forms that
need to be signed before chil-

dren may attend. Parental
help is needed to drive. Sign
up at the Welcome Center or
give Jan a call (242-6775 or
241-0382).

July Children’s Church

Ist Sunday Leaders & Helpers-
Mike and Jill Reimer, Allison
Craig, Hannah Ediger

2nd Sunday Leader & Helpers-
Linda Ferrell, Sarah Johnson,
Janessa McVicker

3rd Sunday Leader & Helpers-
Emily Mendez, Dara
Quastad, Jenessa Rose

4th Sunday Leader & Helpers-
Kami VanCampen, Sarah
Gaeddert, Ally Ulsaker

Crocodile Dock VBS is just
around the corner! Kickoff
will be at the McPherson
Water Park on Sat. evening,

Discipleship: Abiding in Christ

Dallas Burgeson

To give a bit of a preview of the comprehensive disci-
pleship program I have been developing and discuss-
ing with many of the ministry leaders in our church
recently, here is a quick version of the model being

proposed...

Sometimes it is easy to get the goal of discipleship
mixed up with the things that help us stay on the
path toward that goal. We see Jesus trying to help
us to recognize the difference between the ends
and the means of discipleship in John 15:1-10. Here

July 18, 7:30-9:30. New Hope
will join us for a great time of
swimming and fellowship. Let’s fill
the pool with Free Methodist fami-
lies and friends!

VBS is July 19 - July 22, 6-8:30
p.m. On July 22 there will be a
program, free hotdog supper and
inflatables for the entire family.
Please stop by the VBS table and
pick up doorknob notes to invite
your neighbors, friends and rela-
tives to VBS. We want fo reach
many children and families!!!
Thank you for your snack dona-
tions. The next VBS staff meeting
is Tuesday, July 14 at 6:00 p.m. in
Room 224.

help us to abide in this way?

Elements of Discipleship are the basic compo-
nents of the faith we cultivate in order to remain
in Christ. There are six elements that are critical.

These are: personal holiness, servanthood, spiri-

He tells us that growth in God comes from remaining

in Him, just as the branches of a grapevine can only
bear fruit through remaining connected to the source
of their sustenance, which is the vine itself.

Though it is essential that we continue moving for-
ward in our faith, it is important for us to recognize
that we do not grow by focusing on growth. Instead,
a fruitful Christian life is the natural result of focus-
ing on Jesus Christ and drawing near to Him. We
cannot coerce plants into sprouting, growing, and
producing fruit. Neither can we force spiritual de-
velopment. Therefore, our main goal in discipleship

tual vitality and devotion, Christian thinking,
spiritual direction, and fellowship. Again, these
things are only a means to an end. By attending
to them, we are investing in a relationship with
Christ, who is our Goal.

Exercises of Discipleship are the tangible ac-
tivities to which we give ourselves in order to
foster the important elements listed above. Some

of the specific exercises that we as a church want

is to abide in Christ. So, what are the things that
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to make available and encourage our members
to practice are: accountability groups/partners,
ministry opportunities, Sunday morning worship
and Wednesday evening prayer services, Sun-
day school classes, mentoring relationships, and
cell groups. Below is a diagram that shows the
relationship between the Exercises and Elements
of Discipleship:

(continued on Page 4)
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Thank You...

here do | begin? |

was humbled and
thankful to be the recipient of
the 24/7 prayer focus for
June. The Lord knew | was
going to need some help! |
find it no coincidence that it
was during that week my
father passed away. The
prayers, love and support
that | felt during that time
cannot be expressed in
words and will always be
cherished in my heart. Thank
you for all the cards, phone
calls, flowers, visits and the
many other kindnesses shown
to me and my family during
this time. | am so thankful to
be part of a loving and car-
ing church family. God bless
you all.

-Pat Reimer & Family

hank you so much for the
visit in the hospital from
Miss Jan, for the gift - so
sweet! - and for taking the
time to pray with us. We are
so thankful for our new baby
girl and appreciate your
celebrating with us!
-Aaron, July,
Ezra, Elli & Lani Pulscher

hank you for sending the
teddy bear and balloon
for Jonas’ birth. We appre-
ciate your thoughtfulness and
generosity
-Tyler, Kendra &
Jonas Emery

onroe and Corinne
Hughbanks would like
to thank the church for the

Here’'s What’s Happening...

50TH WEDDING
ANNIVERSARY:

Les & Margie Hargadine will
celebrate their 50th wedding
anniversary on July 12,
2009. They were married at
the West Bethany Free Meth-
odist Church, Leoti, Kansas on
July 12, 1959 by the Rev.
Harold Wilcox.

OUTREACH MCPHERSON

is looking for good used fur-
niture /appliances. We espe-
cially need beds and dress-
ers. Please call the church
office 241-7176 or a team
member if you have some-
thing to donate. Thanks!

A BRIEF SOCIETY MEETING
will follow morning worship
on July 12 for the purpose of
election. There will be a

sample ballot for preview on
Wednesday, July 8.

GPC WOMEN’S RETREAT
Nov. 13-15, 2009 at Airport
Best Western. Kim Sawyer is
the speaker and it is sure to
be a wonderful time of fel-
lowship and fun with other
women of faith. Contact per-
sons are Kellie Watson
(402.326.3780) or Pastor
Jan Mills (402.261.5759).
See information posted on
the narthex bulletin board.

CHANGES FOR DIRECTORY
Rod & Joanie Green email -
rigreen5524@gmail.com

Susanna Hopper email -
suzie_q124@hotmail.com

Jeff & Nikki Crist email -
jeff@4seasonsrealtors.com

lovely purple flower arrange-
ment sent for Monroe’s
mother's celebration service at
Anthony, KS on May 27 and
also to thank the Biluminous
class for their memorial gift,
and all of our wonderful church
family for their cards and
prayers.

-Monroe and Corrine

Hughbanks

hanks to all who have gen-

erously sponsored the Ride
-to-Provide for Sister Connec-
tion recently. The ride (about
570 miles in 8 days) went very
well and was a lot of fun.
Thanks again for your prayers
& your generosity toward Sis-
ter Connection.

-Brent Hall, Ann Anderson,

& David Hall

Jim and Sandy Rails -
755-4502

Andy Rott - 1015 N. Ash

Dallas & Jerilyn Burgeson-
1111 E. Euclid

Glen Snell Family -135 N.
Maxwell

Mike Reimer Family - 214
W. Ave. F

Shirley Esau - 732 C
Kerschner Dr.

BIBLE QUIZ: The Bible quiz
team will be leaving for na-
tionals at Roberts Wesleyan
College in New York on July
6th, and returning July 10.
You can follow their progress
from home by logging on to
www.fmquizzing.org. Please
keep them in your prayers!
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Congratulations to:
Les & Margie Hargadine
and

Dean & June Bacon

Celebrating
50 Years
of Marriage!

Pastor Deb who will be
inducted into the

Bible Quiz Hall of Fame
dnring National

Competition in New York!


mailto:suzie_q124@hotmail.com
http://www.fmquizzing.org

