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With the Easter season now culminated in the 
celebration of Pentecost and the hope-filled 
words of the prophet Joel quoted in Acts 2, we 
now enter the season in the Church calendar 
known as Ordinary Time. As we have heard 
from Pastor Deb already these last two Sun-
days in May, this summer we will be taking time 
to walk through the books of the Minor Proph-
ets. In these prophetic texts, we come into con-
tact with words that confront present realities 
�Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���K�L�V�W�R�U�\���R�I���*�R�G�·�V���G�L�Y�L�Q�H���D�F�W�V���D�Q�G���S�U�R�P��
ises of further interventions to come. These 
words called, and continue to call, the people 
of God into active engagement in the world 
and to closer relationship with the Creator.  

Often, the prophets can make us more than a 
little uncomfortable. It strikes as dangerous in 
our day to speak for God in the ways that 
these men did. The people to whom these 
prophecies were addressed lived in relatively 
small nations nestled in the midst of other small 
nations. Animosity, danger, and political intrigue 
were the norm. Despite the numerous problems 
that our own nation faces today, it is difficult to 
equate these two worlds. So what are we to do 

with these books?  

Hear how Abraham Heschel, a Jewish scholar of 
�R�X�U���W�L�P�H�����G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G���W�K�H���E�L�E�O�L�F�D�O���S�U�R�S�K�H�W�����´The 
prophet was an individual who said no to his 
society, condemning its habits and assumptions, 
its complacency, waywardness, and syncretism 
[trying to mix worship of God with worship of 
idols, etc.]. He was often compelled to proclaim 
the very opposite of what his heart expected. His 
fundamental objective was to reconcile man and 
God. Why do the two need reconciliation? Per-
�K�D�S�V���L�W���L�V���G�X�H���W�R���P�D�Q�·�V���I�D�O�V�H���V�H�Q�V�H���R�I���V�R�Y�H�U�H�L�J�Q�W�\����
to his abuse of freedom, to his aggressive, 
�V�S�U�D�Z�O�L�Q�J���S�U�L�G�H�����U�H�V�H�Q�W�L�Q�J���*�R�G�·�V���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�P�H�Q�W���L�Q��
history.�µ�� 

When we view things from this perspective, we 
realize that perhaps we too often get caught 
up in the style of the words or that, possibly, we 
hear the passion behind the words and maybe 
�G�R�Q�·�W���J�U�D�V�S���W�K�H���S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O���W�R�O�O���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�V�H���S�H�R�S�O�H��
were enduring on a day-to-day basis. We can 
often fail to recognize the common humanity 
and the shared struggle in a broken world that 
the prophets reveal to us. As Walter Bruegge-
man has pointed out, the prophets can open our 

eyes to understandings of God and people that 
our modern world has all but eliminated. 

In many cases, it is possible that we might be 
precisely the people to whom these prophets 
would write today. Do you invest in things only 
to have your time and energy come to nothing? 
God may want to speak to you through the 
prophet Haggai. Are there certain people who 
�\�R�X���Z�R�X�O�G���U�D�W�K�H�U���V�H�H���´�J�H�W���Z�K�D�W�·�V���F�R�P�L�Q�J���W�R��
�W�K�H�P�µ���W�K�D�Q���I�R�U���\�R�X���W�R���D�F�W�X�D�O�O�\���E�H���W�K�H���F�K�D�Q�Q�H�O��
�W�K�U�R�X�J�K���Z�K�L�F�K���W�K�H�\���F�R�P�H���W�R���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���*�R�G�·�V��
transforming work? Maybe Jonah has something 
to say to you. Do you find yourself in a stand-
off with God, demanding answers from Him as 
�\�R�X���V�X�I�I�H�U���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q�V���W�K�D�W���L�W�·�V���D�S�S�D�U�H�Q�W����
�\�R�X���W�K�L�Q�N�����+�H���G�R�H�V�Q�·�W���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�"���+�H�D�U�L�Q�J���I�U�R�P��
Habakkuk may help more 
than you realize. We can 
still receive new life from 
�´�R�O�G�����G�H�D�G���J�X�\�V���µ 
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