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At this time of year, cemeteries get a lot 
�R�I���D�W�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�«�D�W���O�H�D�V�W���R�Q�H���(�D�V�W�H�U���J�U�D�Y�H��
site in particular.  Over the past four 
weeks, six of our church families have 
experienced the death of a mother or 
sister.  From the standpoint of sheer num-
bers, this seems like a lot of loss for one 
community in such a short period of time.  
All of these women were (thankfully) be-
lievers, and all leave behind rich lega-
cies. As unique as each of these women 
was, we, too, have unique and rather 
specific responses to death, and cemeter-
ies, and all that accompanies loss, espe-
cially where family is concerned. 
 

Author Henri Nouwen relates this story: 
A few years ago Bob, the husband of a 
friend of mine, died suddenly of a heart 
attack. My friend decided to keep her two 
young children away from the funeral. She 
thought it would be too hard for them to 
see their father put in the ground. For 
�\�H�D�U�V���D�I�W�H�U���%�R�E�·�V���G�H�D�W�K�����W�K�H���F�H�P�H�W�H�U�\���U�H��
mained a fearful and a dangerous place 
for them. 

One day, my friend asked me to visit the 
grave with her, and invited the children to 
come along. The elder one was too afraid 
to go, but the younger one decided to 
come with us. When we came to the place 
where Bob was buried, the three of us sat 
down on the grass around the stone en-
graved with the words, A KIND AND GEN-
TLE MAN. 
 

�,���V�D�L�G�������´�0�D�\�E�H���R�Q�H���G�D�\���Z�H���V�K�R�X�O�G���K�D�Y�H���D��
picnic here. This is not only a place to think 
about death, but also a place to rejoice in 
life. Bob will be most honored when we 
�I�L�Q�G���Q�H�Z���V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�����K�H�U�H�����W�R���O�L�Y�H���µ 
 

At first it seemed a strange idea:  having a 
�P�H�D�O���R�Q���W�R�S���R�I���D���W�R�P�E�V�W�R�Q�H�����%�X�W���L�V�Q�·�W���W�K�D�W��
similar to what Jesus told his disciples to do 
when he asked them to share bread and 
wine in his memory? 
 

�,�·�P���Q�R�W���D�G�Y�R�F�D�W�L�Q�J���S�L�F�Q�L�F�V���L�Q���W�K�H���O�R�F�D�O��
cemetery. In fact, there are probably 
ordinances against such things.  But I do 
delight in the thought of a picnic at the 
empty tomb of Jesus �² more like a ban-

quet, really, where as we celebrate we 
wrap our hearts around the fact of death 
conquered on that first Easter morning.  
�%�H�F�D�X�V�H���L�W���F�K�D�Q�J�H�V���H�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J�«
everything. 
 

But Easter is about so much more than an 
annual celebration, and we dare not let it 
begin and end there.  A. W. Tozer writes:  
�´�,���F�D�Q�Q�R�W���J�L�Y�H���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���G�H�Y�L�O�·�V���S�U�L�Q�F�L�S�D�O����
deceitful tactic which makes so many 
�&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q�V���V�D�W�L�V�I�L�H�G���Z�L�W�K���D�Q���¶�(�D�V�W�H�U���F�H�O�H��
�E�U�D�W�L�R�Q�·���L�Q�V�W�H�D�G���R�I���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�L�Q�J���W�K�H��
�S�R�Z�H�U���R�I���&�K�U�L�V�W�·�V���U�H�V�X�U�U�H�F�W�L�R�Q���µ�����7�K�H���E�H��
�O�L�H�Y�H�U�·�V���G�D�L�O�\���I�X�H�O���I�R�U���O�L�Y�L�Q�J���L�V���W�K�H���S�R�Z�H�U��
of the resurrection.  There is no other 
source.  It is that power, that truth that 
�P�D�N�H�V���L�W���L�P�S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H���I�R�U���D���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�U�·�V���V�W�R�U�\��
to end in chaos�³ it has to move inexora-
bly toward light, toward 
life, toward love.  Because 
�&�K�U�L�V�W���L�V���U�L�V�H�Q�«�+�H���L�V���U�L�V�H�Q��
indeed! 
 

 

|A PICNIC IN THE CEMETERY  
APRIL | OPPORTUNITIES FOR INVOLVEMENT 

Date  Time Event  

1 5-8:00 pm 
 

7:00 pm 
10:00 pm  

Maundy Thursday (come-and-go)  
�6�H�U�Y�L�F�H���R�I���W�K�H���/�R�U�G�¶�V���6�X�S�S�H�U�� 
Missions Committee Meeting  

Remix Lock-In  

2 11:30 am 
7:00 pm 

                      Cross Walk  (�6�W�����$�Q�Q�H�·�V���(�S�L�V�F�R�S�D�O�����&�K�X�U�F�K) 
Tenebrae-A Service of Darkness   

(child care provided through age 2)  

4 6:45 am 
9:15 am 

10:30 am 

Sunrise Service at Wall Park -Bring Lawn Chairs  
Easter Brunch -Bring  dish to share 

Easter Worship  

5 9:30 am Archives Committee Work Day 

12 4:30 pm Outreach McPherson Team Meeting  

14 8:15 pm Finance Team Meeting  
Trustee Meeting  

15 7:30 pm Board of Administrators (BOA) meeting  

16 7:00 pm BYKOTA Game Night  

17 10 am TWIGS-Spring Fling Kitchen Shower Thing  

18 12:00 pm Hospitality Appreciation Lunch  

20 7:00 pm �3�D�V�W�R�U�¶�V���&�D�E�L�Q�H�W�� 

23-24 Starts at  
7 pm 

�*�U�H�D�W���3�O�D�L�Q�V���&�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���³�'�D�U�H���W�R���'�L�V�F�L�S�O�H�´�� 

25 12:00 pm 
7:00 pm 

Youth Dinner  
Central College Concert Choir Homecoming Performance  

28 6:00 pm 
7:00 pm  

MarketPlace (Grades 1-5) Movie Night  
���¶�V�������¶�V�����D�Q�G���.�L�Q�G�H�U�J�D�U�W�H�Q���*�U�D�G�X�D�W�L�R�Q���&�H�Q�W�H�U�V�� 

29 7:00 pm Bridal Shower for Jackie Moore  

Weekly Events  
Sundays  
9:15 am-Sunday School 
10:30 am-Worship Service 
6:00 pm-Cell Groups 
7:00 pm-ReMix (HS) Youth Group 
 
Mondays  
6:00 pm- Financial Peace University  
 
Tuesdays  
1:00pm-Staff Meeting 
6:30pm-�:�R�P�H�Q�¶�V���%�L�E�O�H���6�W�X�G�\ 
  Perspectives  
 
Wednesdays  
5:15 pm-Bible Quiz Practice 
6:00 pm-Choir Practice 
6:30 pm-JOLT! (MS) Youth Group 
7:00 pm-�³�7�H�D�F�K���8�V���7�R���3�U�D�\�´ 
 MarketPlace  
              
Thursdays  
8:00 am-TOPS 
9:00 am-�3�O�D�\���'�D�W�H���D�W���-�D�Q�¶�V 
9:00 am-�2�Y�H�U�H�D�W�H�U�¶�V���$�Q�R�Q�\�P�R�X�V 
12:00pm-�:�R�P�H�Q�¶�V���%�L�E�O�H���6�W�X�G�\ 
6:15 pm-Worship Team Rehearsal 
 
Saturdays  
7:00 am-�0�H�Q�¶�V���3�U�D�\�H�U���*�U�R�X�S 
 

 

Pastoral Staff  
 

Deborah Somerville  
Senior Pastor 

dsomerville@macfmc.org 
 

Dallas Burgeson  
Associate Pastor 

dburgeson@macfmc.org 
 

Zach Fleming  
Pastor of Student Ministries 

zfleming@macfmc.org 
 

�-�D�Q���2�¶�'�H�O�O 
Children's Ministry Director 

jodell@macfmc.org 
 

Rebekah Neighbors  
Worship Arts Director 

rneighbors@macfmc.org 
 

Carmen Zeisler  
Office Manager 

czeisler@macfmc.org 
 
 

Live Morning  
Worship Broadcast  

Sunday 10:30 a.m.  
KBBE  96.7 FM 
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Reverend   
Deborah Somerville 

 

 

 

 
�(�D�V�W�H�U���6�X�Q�U�L�V�H���6�H�U�Y�L�F�H����

�D�W�������������D�P���D�W���:�D�O�O���3�D�U�N����
As the sun rises over McPherson on Easter Sun-
day, April 4, please come and enjoy a special 
Sunrise Service with friends and family at Wall 
Park. The service will begin at 6:45 am and last 

for approximately 45 minutes.  
Dress warmly and bring lawn chairs!  

24/7 Prayer Focus Tune Up 

 

 

For the past 18 months, during the first week of each month, a 
significant number of individuals from the church family have 
participated in a 24/7 prayer endeavor.  This seven-day, round
-the-clock initiative has served to encourage and bless scores of 
individuals, ministries, and communities.  �,�W�·�V���W�L�P�H���I�R�U���D���W�X�Q�H���X�S������
During the month of April you will be given the opportunity to  

(1) sign on in the rotation for the first 
time; (2) confirm your present time slot; 
(3) change your current time slot; or (4) 
opt out if you sense the Lord calling you 
to a different focus. Opportunity to sign 
up will be provided the Sundays of April 
18 and 25.  For more information, con-
tact Tammy Rose, 241-2141. 


