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�7�K�H�U�H�·�V���Q�R���S�O�D�F�H���O�L�N�H���K�R�P�H�� 
 

That statement no doubt has a familiar ring to 
it, given its Kansan Wizard of Oz setting.  I 
found myself uttering those very words at 
midnight on Monday, January 25, as I fell into 
our Select Comfort bed in McPherson for the 
�I�L�U�V�W���W�L�P�H���L�Q���V�L�[�W�H�H�Q���G�D�\�V�����7�K�H�U�H�·�V���Q�R���S�O�D�F�H���O�L�N�H��
home. 
 

�7�K�H�U�H�·�V���E�H�H�Q���K�R�P�H-going of a different sort 
lately.  On Tuesday morning, January 19, we 
listened to a tenor soloist sing Going Home at 
a memorial service for two of the victims of 
the Haiti earthquake, Merle West and Gene 
Dufour.  Karl and I were at Light and Life 
Camp in Lakeland, Florida (a Free Methodist 
retirement community) where I was speaking 
at a Bible Conference, and where the Wests 
and Dufours are winter residents. Merle and 
Gene had left Lakeland for Haiti, as they had 
done numerous times in the past, excited 
about the next project on the horizon on be-
half of the Haitian people and Free Methodist 
world missions.  Their wives remained in Lake-
land. 
 

The moment the men landed in Port-au-Prince, 
they headed to the FOHO (Friends of Haiti 

Organization) building, to the lower level, to 
unpack supplies and prepare for the mission 
ahead. One hour later the unthinkable hap-
pened. 
 

Nearly 500 friends and family gathered in 
Lakeland to pay tribute to Merle and Gene. 
The air was electric, as it is any time saints 
gather to give witness to the Resurrection. The 
tributes were eloquent and heartfelt. And the 
spiritual that was sung lingered over the place 
like so much early morning dew. 

 

Going home, going home 
I'm just going home 

Quiet light, some still day 
I'm just going home 

It's not far, just close by 
Through an open door 

Work all done, care laid by 
Going to fear no more 

 

For weeks and months to come, the church and 
the world will help Haiti sort through the rub-
ble and ruin of their temporal dwellings and 
�D�V�V�L�V�W���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���U�H�E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���������$�Q�G���W�K�D�W�·�V���D�V���L�W��
should be. Building codes will no doubt be 
revisited and upgraded as a guard against 
such extreme devastation should another 

earthquake occur.  Hopefully, all will be done 
that is humanly possible to provide safe-
guards for future generations. 
 

�%�X�W���W�K�H�U�H�·�V���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���V�D�I�H�J�X�D�U�G���D�O�U�H�D�G�\���L�Q��
place.  We know that if the earthly tent, as 
�3�D�X�O���Z�U�L�W�H�V���W�R���W�K�H���F�K�X�U�F�K���L�Q���&�R�U�L�Q�W�K�«�L�I���R�X�U��
earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a 
building from God, an eternal house in 
heaven, not built by human hands.  (2 Corin-
thians 5)  Jesus assures his followers of a 
�K�R�X�V�H�«�K�L�V���)�D�W�K�H�U�·�V���K�R�X�V�H�«�Z�L�W�K���P�D�Q�\���U�R�R�P�V����
room enough for each and every one who 
calls on the name of Jesus. (John 14) 
 
It is that Promise that punctuated the air over 
a gathering of mourners on a Tuesday morn-
ing in Lakeland, Florida.  And it is that Hope 
that will bring healing to a people and a 
country that presently lies in ruins.  
 
God, speed your work and 
your people to Haiti, for 
�K�H�D�Y�H�Q�·�V���V�D�N�H�������$�P�H�Q�� 

 

|�7�K�H�U�H�¶�V���1�R���3�O�D�F�H���/�L�N�H���+�R�P�H�� 
FEBRUARY |  OPPORTUNITIES FOR INVOLVEMENT 

Date  Time Event  

1  9:30 am Archives Committee Work Day  

2  9:15 am 
 6:00 pm  

Moms in Touch  
�³�)�L�U�V�W���7�X�H�V�G�D�\�´���:�R�U�V�K�L�S���$�U�W�V���0�H�H�W�L�Q�J�� 

4 7:00 pm Missions Committee Meeting  

6  
 6:30 pm  

Bible Quizzers in Omaha 
TWIGS-Afterthoughts Event   

7  
 

 2 pm 
5 pm   

SOUPERBOWL Sunday 
Basic Potluck 

�-�H�D�Q�L�H���.�L�U�E�\�¶�V�������W�K���%�L�U�W�K�G�D�\���3�D�U�W�\�����L�Q���W�K�H���3�D�U�O�R�U���� 
Youth Superbowl Party  

8 4:30 pm Outreach McPherson Team Meeting   

9 7:00 pm �3�D�V�W�R�U�¶�V���&�D�E�L�Q�H�W�� 

10 8:15 pm Trustee Meeting  

11 7:00 pm TWIGS Leadership Meeting  

12 10 am Bridal Shower for Rebekah Johnson  (in the Parlor)  

14  5:00 pm  �9�D�O�H�Q�W�L�Q�H�¶�V���'�D�\���'�L�Q�Q�H�U�����<�R�X�W�K���)�X�Q�G�U�D�L�V�H�U���� 

17 11:30 am 
7:00 pm  
8:15 pm  

Lenten Services  
Ash Wednesday Service  
Finance Team Meeting  

18 7:30 pm Board of Administration Meeting (BOA)  

19  9:00 am 2009 Baby Photo Shoot at Kenney Photography  

20  9:00 am  �7�H�G�G�\���%�H�D�U���3�D�U�W�\���I�R�U�����¶�V-K and Parents in room 226-228  

26 6:00 pm Bible Quiz Lock-In 

28  BYKOTA Potluck 

Weekly Events  
Sundays  
9:15am-Sunday School 
10:30am-Worship Service 
6:00pm-Cell Groups 
7:00pm-ReMix (HS) Youth Group 
 
Mondays  
6:00 pm- Financial Peace University  
 
Tuesdays  
1:00pm-Staff Meeting 
6:30pm-�:�R�P�H�Q�¶�V���%�L�E�O�H���6�W�X�G�\ 
  Perspectives  
Wednesdays  
5:15pm-Bible Quiz Practice 
6:00pm-Choir Practice 
6:30pm-JOLT! (MS) Youth Group 
7:00pm-�³�7�H�D�F�K���8�V���7�R���3�U�D�\�´ 
 MarketPlace  
8:00pm-Orchestra Practice   
              
Thursdays  
8:00-9:30am-TOPS 
9:00am-�3�O�D�\���'�D�W�H���D�W���-�D�Q�¶�V 
9:00am-�2�Y�H�U�H�D�W�H�U�¶�V���$�Q�R�Q�\�P�R�X�V 
12:00pm-�:�R�P�H�Q�¶�V���%�L�E�O�H���6�W�X�G�\ 
6:15 pm-Worship Team Rehearsal 
 
Saturdays  
7:00am-�0�H�Q�¶�V���3�U�D�\�H�U���*�U�R�X�S 
 

 

Pastoral Staff  
 

Deborah Somerville  
Senior Pastor 

dsomerville@macfmc.org 
 

Dallas Burgeson  
Associate Pastor 

dburgeson@macfmc.org 
 

Zach Fleming  
Pastor of Student Ministries 

zfleming@macfmc.org 
 

�-�D�Q���2�¶�'�H�O�O 
Children's Ministry Director 

jodell@macfmc.org 
 

Rebekah Neighbors  
Worship Arts Director 

rneighbors@macfmc.org 
 

Carmen Zeisler  
Office Manager 

czeisler@macfmc.org 
 
 

Live Morning  
Worship Broadcast  

Sunday 10:30 a.m.  
KBBE  96.7 FM 

24/7 Prayer Focus for February 
Central Christian College President 

Hal & Kathy Hoxie  

P
ho

to
 b

y 
K

e
nn

ey
 P

ho
to

gr
ap

hy 

Reverend   
Deborah Somerville 

AFTERTHOUGHTS  
Saturday, February 6 at 6:30 pm. This is an all-church event that 
includes a night of dessert, live musical entertainment and a "Not
-So-Newly-Wed" game with our pastoral staff. Donations will be 
accepted to help cover the cost of the event. Please RSVP for 
this fun-filled evening by February 3 at the TWIGS table or call 
the church office.  
 

�9�$�/�(�1�7�,�1�(�·�6���'�$�<���'�,�1�1�(�5�� 
�7�K�H���+�L�J�K���6�F�K�R�R�O���<�R�X�W�K���K�D�Y�H���S�O�D�Q�Q�H�G���D�Q���H�O�H�J�D�Q�W���9�D�O�H�Q�W�L�Q�H�·�V���'�D�\��
Dinner for Sunday, February 14. Tickets are $10.00 per person. 
Please purchase your tickets and RSVP for your preferred sitting at 
5:00, 6:15, or 7:30 pm at the church office. Tickets must be pur-
chased by February 12. Come and support our High School stu-
dents as they raise money for IYC, a summer youth conference in 
California.  all the while enjoying an elegant dinner with your val-
entine. Childcare provided.  

On Wednesday evening, February 17, at 7:00 p.m. we will 
join with Christ-followers around the globe in a worship service 
of repentance that initiates the Season of Lent, which occurs 46 
days (40 days not counting Sundays) before Easter.  Ash 
Wednesday gets its name from the imposition of ashes on the 
foreheads of the faithful as a visible sign of repentance.  The 
�D�V�K�H�V���X�V�H�G���D�U�H���J�D�W�K�H�U�H�G���I�U�R�P���E�X�U�Q�L�Q�J���W�K�H���S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V���\�H�D�U�·�V��
palms used on Palm Sunday.  The service will take the place of 
Teach Us To Pray, and children and teens will join us.  
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